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Women working in restaurants are especially vulnerable, experts say 


Marisa Iati For The Star-Ledger 


By the time Shakera Alston realized what was happening, she says, her colleague was already 


pulling his pants down. She came out of a restroom stall at Snuffy’s Steakhouse at Pantagis 


Renaissance in Scotch Plains to see a busboy with his genitals out, begging her for sex, Alston 


alleged in a lawsuit and a recent interview. “That’s when he tried to grab me,” she said of 


the incident in October 2016. “But when he grabbed me, I hit him.” Alston’s allegations may 


seem extreme, but they are not an anomaly. Be it lewd remarks, forced kissing or unwanted 


sexual text messages, experts say women working in restaurants are particularly susceptible 


to harassment and even assault at the hands of male supervisors, colleagues and customers. 
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N.J. hits record low in poll as place to call home 


Brent Johnson For The Star-Ledger 


A record low percentage of New Jerseyans say the Garden 
State is a good place to live, according to a new poll. 

The Monmouth University Poll released Tuesday found 54 
percent of New Jersey adults say the state is either an excel- 
lent (15 percent) or good (39 percent) home, while 29 percent 
say it’s fair and 17 percent say it’s poor. 

Although statistically similar to polls from August 2011 
and July 2015, the 54 percent of adults who like living here is 
the lowest since residents were first polled about this issue in 
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1980 — initially by Rutgers’ Eagleton poll and, since 2005, 
by Monmouth. 

The high was 84 percent in February 1987. 

The poll found the biggest issue for New Jerseyans con- 
tinues to be the state’s highest-in-the-nation property 
taxes. 

Just under half (45 percent) say the issue is one of the 
most important facing the state. Those who mention other 
taxes amount to 25 percent combined. 

Property taxes have led this question for most of the last 
SEE POLL, 15 
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Maria took 
4,645 lives, 
study finds 


Researchers say hurricane deaths 
far exceed the official toll of 64 


Arelis R. Hernandez and Laurie McGinley 
Washington Post 


At least 4,645 people died as a result of Hurricane Maria 
and its devastation across Puerto Rico last year, according 
to anew Harvard study released Tuesday, an estimate that 
goes far beyond the official government death toll, which 
stands at 64. 

The study, published in the New England Journal of 
Medicine, found that health care disruption for the elderly 
and the loss of basic utility services for the chronically ill 
had significant impacts across the U.S. territory, which was 
thrown into chaos after the September hurricane wiped out 
the electrical grid and had widespread impacts on infra- 
structure. 

Some communities were entirely cut off for weeks amid 
road closures and communications failures. 

Researchers in the United States and Puerto Rico, led by 
scientists at the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health 
and Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, calculated the 
number of deaths by surveying nearly 3,300 randomly cho- 
sen households across the island and comparing the esti- 
mated post-hurricane death rate to the mortality rate for 
the year before. Their surveys indicated that the mortal- 
ity rate was 14.3 deaths per 1,000 residents from Sept. 20 
through Dec. 31, 2017, a 62 percent increase in the mortality 
rate compared to 2016, or 4,645 “excess deaths.” 

“Our results indicate that the official death count of 64 is 
a substantial underestimate of the true burden of mortality 
after Hurricane Maria,” the authors wrote. 

The official death estimates have drawn sharp criti- 
cism from experts and local residents, and the new study 
SEE DEATHS, 15 
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Mayor: Police footage 
of woman’s arrest will 
likely vindicate cops 


Alexis Johnson and Rebecca Everett For The Star-Ledger 


Wildwood police say they will soon release body camera 
footage of a young woman’s violent weekend arrest — and 
when they do, it will likely show that the officers did what 
was necessary, said Mayor Ernie Troiano Jr. 

A video shared on social media over the weekend shows 
a Wildwood part-time officer punching 20-year-old Emily 
Weinman of Philadelphia in the head after she was stopped 
for underage drinking on the beach. 

“She assaults them, she spits at them, she kicks them. At 
that point, the police officer did what he had to do,” Troiano 
said Tuesday. “I didn’t see her put her hands behind her 
back. I didn’t see any of that. 

“From what I gather from the people that looked at it, 
you'll see that the officers were restrained in what they 
did.” 

Asked if Weinman deserved to be punched, Troiano said 
she was “out of control.” 

“Did she deserve to get hit? Maybe not, but then again 
maybe she did deserve it. I don’t know. The internal inves- 
tigation will determine that.” 

Attorney Stephen Dicht of Margate, who is representing 
Weinman, said he’s looking forward to the footage being 
released, and that he would not be surprised if the mayor 
SEE ARREST, 8 
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